On October 5, 2006 a GMA delegation visited Louisiana to meet with state and federal officials involved in the rebuilding of civil infrastructure from the damage caused by hurricane Katrina.

GMA held two meetings.  The first was in Baton Rouge with 18 engineers from the Louisiana Dept of Transportation and the Dept of Natural Resources.  Boyd Ramsey, of member company GSE, led a general presentation on the application of geosynthetics. It was followed by a specific discussion on state projects that could incorporate geosynthetics.

In the afternoon the GMA delegation traveled to New Orleans and met with a dozen engineers from the regional office of the US Army Corps of Engineers at their just re-open facility in the city.  GMA again made a presentation of applications of geosynthetics.  The Army Corps reviewed the past levee projects that have incorporated geotextiles and geogrids. Importantly, the Army Corps said that by incorporating geosynthetics in the levee they we able to make the levees higher without expanding the footprint or base, which often are right up against the city streets or buildings.  They also said geosynthetics help stabilize the poor soils they encounter in projects and are a substitute for fill material which is hard to find in the New Orleans area.

The Army Corps provided GMA with a map and a list of the rebuilding and reinforcement projects they are overseeing to help protect the area from damage due to future storms.  They also provided GMA with a list of the major consulting firms they are working with.  All of those documents have been made available to GMA members. The Army Corps asked the members of GMA to be in contact with all of the design consulting firms working on projects in the New Orleans area to educate them as to how the incorporation of our products could help in finding solutions to the enormous technical problems being faced by the Army Corps as they work to protect New Orleans from the next storm.
